
Great Gaddesden C of E Primary School
Weekly update - Autumn Term : Week 13 

Religious Life of our School

In our whole school Collective Worship, we looked at the symbolism of the 
Advent Wreath. We lit the first candle, linking it to our monthly value: hope.
Following St Nicholas’ feast day on 6h December, Mrs Tisbury used this 
theme for our Friday Collective Worship. She talked about how his 
generosity gave others hope. Well done to our fantastic actors, who helped 
tell the story!

  Christmas Jumper Day
On Thursday, all children wore their 
Christmas jumpers to school and 
made a donation to the Save the 
Children charity. In class, the 
children looked at the ways in 
which by giving to others, their 
donations will help the work of the 
charity. 

Follow the Star: our walk to Bethlehem

It’s the final few days of following the star and we are coming in to Bethlehem.

To celebrate what we have achieved together as a community and to share the grand total number of miles we 
have travelled, we will be holding a Celebration Collective Worship in church on Friday, 15th December, at 9:00 
a.m. All parents, friends and members of the wider community are invited to join us, when we will give thanks for 
all we have achieved through working together. 

At the celebration assembly, the grand total that has been raised will also be announced. 

Christmas is coming
It is starting to look very festive at school. A huge thank you to Hemel 
Hempstead Garden Centre in Great Gaddesden, for their generous 
donation of this beautiful Christmas tree. Well done to the School 
Council, who did a great job of decorating it. From Thursday 14th 
December, children will be able to bring in Christmas cards to be 
posted in our school Christmas post box.

 
  Pantomime  

We are looking forward to our 
pantomime visit this Tuesday.

Children may bring a small treat 
to enjoy. Please remember that 
this must not contain nuts or 
chocolate. Please ensure the treat 
is small enough to fit in your 
child’s coat pocket. 

All children will take their school 
water bottle with them.

Rotary Shoebox Appeal
As per the email on Thursday, we have 
been asked by the Rotary Club to, once 
again, take part in their Rotary Shoebox 
Appeal. If you feel able to support this 
scheme, the children are invited to bring 
in contributions that will then be included 
in the boxes. If you would like a box for 
your family to fill, please let the office 
know. Donations should be brought back 
to school by Thursday, 14th December, 
ready for collection by the Rotary Club.                       

 

 

Open sessions 

We would like to invite parents 
whose children are involved in 
the following activities, to 
attend their last sessions for 
this term :- 
● Street Dance

●  Piano + flute assembly

Please see diary dates for 
details. 



Diary dates:
All dates are displayed on the School Calendar 
on the website. Please note that occasionally, it 
may be necessary to change dates. When this 
occurs, these will be highlighted to parents.
Newly added dates are displayed in red.

11/12/23 Last football club of term

12/12/23 Whole School Pantomime - 
Peter Pan

13/12/23 Christmas lunch

13/12/23 Last rugby club of term

14/12/23 KS2 Carol Singing at Care Home

14/12/23 Last Street Dance club of term
Open session - parents welcome

15/12/23 9:00 Follow the Star Collective 
Worship in church - all parents 
welcome 

15/12/23 2:40 Piano and flute sharing 
assembly. Performers’ parents 
welcome.

19/12/23 10:00 - EYFS Nativity 
2:00 - KS1 Nativity story (Y1/2)
6:00 - KS2 Carol Service (Y3-6)

21/12/23 9:00 Christingle Service in 
church. Parents welcome

21/12/23 1:30 pm - End of Autumn term

Puppet Workshop

We were pleased to welcome 
Imaginari Theatre into school this 
week for a PSHE Puppetry workshop. 
The children made their own puppets 
and used them to gain insight into 
emotional awareness  and empathy.

Use of Social Media

It has come to our attention that a number of our 
older children have their own social media 
accounts, such as Tik Tok and Snapchat.

While we understand that technology plays a 
significant role in our lives and can offer 
educational benefits, it is crucial to ensure that our 
children are using digital platforms in a safe and 
age-appropriate manner. TikTok, in particular, has 
an age restriction of 13 years and above for users, 
and many other social media platforms have 
similar guidelines in place.

We would like to remind parents and guardians of 
the need to closely monitor and regulate their 
children's online activities. It is essential to be 
aware of the content to which our children are 
exposed, as well as to guide them in using 
technology responsibly.

In-school workshops
In order to offer support over and above our  
computing and PSHE curriculum, we have booked 
a day’s visit from a highly experienced Online 
Safety & Computing Consultant & Trainer. The day 
will consist of workshops for all pupils, training for 
staff and Governors and a parental workshop. 

FOGGS have very generously agreed to fund the 
whole programme. As a school, we are very 
grateful for this; it will benefit everyone in our 
school community and ensure that we are well 
informed of ways in which we can support the 
safety of our children. 
Dates will be shared as soon as they have been 
finally confirmed. 
Thank you for your cooperation and ongoing 
support in ensuring the well-being of all in our 
school community.

http://www.greatgaddesden.herts.sch.uk/web/calendar/282775




Please follow link for details on further courses run by DSPL8. 

http://www.greatgaddesden.herts.sch.uk/web/dspl8_parentcarer_information_/643479



