
Welcome to Great Gaddesden 
CE VA Primary School
15/07/2026



Introductions
● Mr M. Beach (Headteacher)

head@greatgaddesden.herts.sch.uk 

● Mrs C. Benson (Class Teacher Monday-Thursday)

● Mrs Marshall (Class Teacher on a Friday)

● Mrs Jeffery (Early Years Practitioner)

mailto:senco@greatgaddesden.herts.sch.uk


Other Key People
● Mrs Redman (Office and Pastoral Manager)

Working days: Mon, Tues, Thurs & Fri)
admin@greatgaddesden.herts.sch.uk

● Ms Baltera (Finance Assistant) 
Working day: Wednesday
finance@greatgaddesden.herts.sch.uk

● Miss Carty (Lower School Senior Teacher)
Working days: Mon-Weds

● Mrs Curtis (SENDCo & Mental Health Lead) Working day: Tuesday
senco@greatgaddesden.herts.sch.uk 
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Our vision

● Small School - Big Heart - Great Start

“Treat others exactly as you would like to be treated”
Luke 6:31

● The 3Be’s 
Be observant and thoughtful
Be kind and empathetic
Be flexible and reflective
 

● Value of the month                                                                     Copy in pack

“Working together, leaders have clarified and built on the school vision. This is at the 
heart of their work and helps to create a united sense of purpose” Ofsted 2026



Great things about Great Gaddesden
● Small class sizes
● Nurturing environment & strong relationship with the 

Church
● Prioritise experiential learning
● Outdoor environment & Forest School
● Diverse, challenging curriculum
● Recognised for strong practice by Ofsted (2026)

& SIAMS (2025)
● Welcoming, engaging environments with a drive to 

make our school even better
● EYFS refurbishment
● KS1 Continuous Provision 
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Great things about Great Gaddesden
“Leaders, teachers and support staff work 
tirelessly to ensure that pupils and parents 
are known as unique and valued individuals.

“Older pupils flourish through the 
opportunities they have to lead the pupil 
community and support their younger 
peers.”

 “A culture of care amplifies the impact of 
this familiarity. People actively look out for 
each other, consciously living out the 
school’s vision.”



Transition to Early Years
Transition: A process not an event

Each child is different and 
some may take a little 

longer to settle

Our transition processes are 
based on the best interests 

and needs of your child

We will work with you to 
help your child to settle 
and be confident in their 

new surroundings  

● Visits to us and in 
current settings or 
home

● Working in partnership 
with other settings

Copy in pack



Approach to Behaviour

● Positive, relational & educational
● Reflect, repair, restore
● Behaviour Code
● Rewards (Celebration assembly 

weekly)
“Behaviour around the school is very 
sensible and kind”.
“Leaders have established and celebrate 
a culture of positive behaviour” Ofsted 2026

Copy in pack



Our Curriculum ambitions for Early Years

Copy in pack



Sharing our curriculum with parents

● Annual overview
● Half termly overviews
● Flexibility to follow the 

children’s uniquire interests



Learning in EYFS

Prime Areas of 
Learning

Specific Areas of 
Learning

Personal, Social and 
Emotional

Literacy

Communication and 
Language

Mathematics

Physical Development Understanding the World

Expressive Arts and Design



How will my child learn?

Children learn through 
play, by adults 
modelling, by observing 
each other, and through 
guided learning and 
direct teaching. 



What a day typically looks like

Reception (adapted for Nursery children)

● Collective worship
● Busy fingers & self registration 
● Phonics
● Maths
● Topic input
● Group reading
● Child initiated learning x2 sessions with free flow
● Daily timetable, weather, day ahead etc
● Rolling snack
● Active learning eg. disco dough



Reading

• Phonics is taught daily.

• Library books- your child will regularly visit the school library and 
take a new book home each week.

• Reading books- after half term we will give your child a reading 
book each week. Their book will match their reading level and will 
be for enjoyment. We will regularly read with your child at school, as 
well as share stories in small groups or as a whole class.

• It is vital that you support your child with reading at home. 



Assessment
• Reception baseline (during first 6 weeks) and is a statutory requirement 
• No pass mark or score and supports the school to measure progress from 

starting points
• The Early Years Profile (end of Reception)
• Evaluates children's development at the end of their reception year, typically 

when they turn five
• The EYFS Profile assesses children against 17 Early Learning Goals (ELGs), which 

are grouped into seven areas of learning: 
• To reach a Good Level of Development (GLD), children must reach the expected 

standard in:
Prime Areas: Communication & Language, PSED, Physical Development
Specific areas: Literacy & Maths - 



How will I know how my child is progressing?

● Updates on Tapesty
● Parents Evenings (Autumn & Spring Term)
● General updates (drop off and pick up)
● End of Year Report



Parent Partnership & Communication

● Weekly newsletter & Update emailed
● Arbor Parent Portal
● Termly Parent Forum
● Parent Cafe, Tea & Talk and Coffee Mornings
● Annual parent survey
● Open afternoon’s & Workshops eg. Phonics



Uniform



Uniform

● Please ensure everything is named!
● Spare clothes (we will be asking for PE bag donations as these 

are no longer needed for spare clothes to go on pegs) 
● Wellies
● Hair below shoulders must be tied up
● Water bottle daily
● Large collection of pre loved uniform at the Church



Drop off & Pick up

Reception
• Start time : 8:40 a.m 
• Arrival : You are welcome to walk through the school playground and drop your child at 

the EYFS gate, where a member of staff will meet and greet you both.
• Please share any relevant information with staff, which is shared in the EYFS 

communication book. e.g another person picking up, bad nights sleep, house move
• *We cannot let your child go with another adult if we do not permission*
• Children put away bags, coats, water bottles etc themselves to promote independence.
• Pick up : 3:10 p.m. Parents walk through gate leading to the school playground to 

collect your child from EYFS gate. Children will be dismissed to the adult, one at a time.



Drop off & Pick up

Nursery
• Start time: 8:40 a.m (all children)
• Pick up:

15 hours 11:45am (from the main office)
30 hours 2:45pm (from the main office)
We do offer the option to increase to 3:15pm (£3.50 per day)
For 15 hours children, we offer the option to stay for lunch club 
(11:45-1:00)at the price of £5 (school dinners are an additional charge 
on top of this) & self funded option for afternoon’s



Lunches

● HCL Menu shared termly and update in newsletter
● Children in Reception upwards meals are part of UFSM
● Options chosen each morning 
● Range of hot and cold options
● No nuts 



Wrap Around Care

Breakfast club
● Monday-Friday 8-8:40 (Reception-Year 6) £4.50 per day

After school club
● Monday-Thursday 3:15-4:30pm (Nursery-Year 6) £6.50
● Monday-Thursday 3:15-5:00pm (Reception-Year 6) £7.50



Arbor payments

● We are a prepayment school
● Please ensure accounts are topped up before using a service
● There is a maximum of -£25 debt allowed for emergencies 
● We accept tax free childcare payments and the school will 

credit Arbor accounts (this is only for wrap around and not 
trips)

● All other payments paid via Arbor
● Rolling snack contribution: £5 per term (in addition to fruit) 

added to Arbor



Medical Needs

● Any medical needs must be reported to the school before 
your child starts

● If your child has more complex medical needs a Health Care 
Plan will be developed with you by the Office and Pastoral 
Manager 

● Parents must ensure medication is kept in date, in stock etc 
and pharmacy administration labels should be on medication 
as well as supporting paperwork from the school office

● All medication must come to the school office
● We are a no nut school



SEND

● If you feel your child has or you have concerns about your 
child’s needs or development, please ensure the school is aware.

● If your child attends a setting currently, a handover will take 
place including adjustments required.

● Mrs Curtis is our SENDCo and appointments can be arranged
● Tea and Talk with the SENDCo on 21st July at 9am
● Pupils on the SEND register will have a termly Support Plan 

Review
Mrs Curtis: senco@greatgaddesden.herts.sch.uk 
Working day: Tuesday each week
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Questions

● What questions do you have?
● Please have a look through our website for more information 

and our policies and procedures

Great Gaddesden Church 
of England Primary 
School - Home 

https://www.greatgaddesden.herts.sch.uk/web/
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